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CERF Adopts "Console” Interface

CERF changes every day. In addition to cataloguing new sites, we
explore and add evolving information formats that can help students
learn and support teacher instruction. CERF celebrates its eighth
anniversary in 2007 with a new identity that reflects how much it has
changed. The console style interface is a familiar gaming context
metaphor that communicates that learning can be fun.

CERF’s new portal graphics and animation integrate services that
appeal to different learning styles. Students, teachers and librarians
can access Podcasts, Mp3, and streaming video... resources that did
not exist, or were not available on the Internet eight years ago.

Beta testing begins in January 2007, and developers forecast a release
at the end of February. All of the services that CERF users have
received in the past will be retained.
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1. Environment Canada: Communications Directorate
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Grade Level: 6-8,9-12, Professional
Subject: Science, Environmental Sclence, Technology

Summary: Meteorological services online brochures concerning: Smog Understanding the Ozone Layer; Update on the
Ozone Layer UV and You; Fact Sheet on Air Toxics,
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The CERF Advisory Board has strongly counseled developers to
maintain database comprehensiveness, rather than dividing it into
smaller segments. They recognize that while maintaining a diverse
audience is challenging, the possibility of using its resources for
elementary, middle and high school instruction as well as professional
development makes it a cost effective and convenient source of
authentic information. The use of learning level and information format

filters maintains database integrity but offers focus for those that need
it.

Over the past eight years, CERF cataloguers have cast a wider net to
glean resources from around the world. Lifelong learners want to know
more about the rest of the world and CERF provides international
views on politics, social issues, the economy and current events that
prepare them for careers without borders.

For more information, visit CERF at www.cerinfo.com , email us at
info@cerfnfo.com, or telephone toll-free: 877-331-1022
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